Iraq: Vicious tactics used against protesters and human rights defenders as

death toll and arrests multiply
https://www.gc4hr.org/mews/view/2251

12-November-2019

The Iraqi government has stepped up its violent crackdown on peaceful demonstrators,
including human rights defenders and other activists, as the campaign of mass arrests and
fatal attacks continues. Meanwhile, the Internet has been repeatedly shut down, and a number
of journalists and bloggers have received direct threats ordering them to refrain from
covering peaceful demonstrations, which started on 01 October 2019. The undersigned
organisations call on the Iraqi authorities to immediately end violence and reprisals against
protestors, and uphold the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression.

In an attempt to break up peaceful sit-ins in the capital Baghdad, Basra and other central and
southern Iraqi cities, security forces have used live bullets, tear gas, and sound bombs against
demonstrators. In addition, unidentified armed groups have killed and abducted civil society
activists.

The latest reliable reports from rights groups in Baghdad and Basra confirmed that since 07
November, the authorities have been using heavy tear gas cannisters, smoke grenades and
sound bombs for crowd control, followed by live ammunition to target protesters, including
high school and university students and other unarmed citizens holding only the Iraqi flag. In
Basra, the authorities used shotguns to fire iron pellets against protesters. The authorities also
burned protesters’ tents and targeted medical teams in various cities. These violent actions
resulted in large numbers of demonstrators being killed or injured across the country.

On 06 November 2019, late at night, prominent writer and civil activist Amjad Al-Dahamat
(pictured on the top right) was assassinated by an unidentified armed group driving a black
car without numbers using pistols with silencers. The murder took place just 500 metres from
the Headquarters of the Police Command in Al-Amarah city, after Al-Dahamat attended a
meeting with the Police Commander together with several activists.
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Civil society activist Bassam Mehdi, who accompanied Al-Dahamat, was reported to have
been seriously injured in the armed attack.

Al-Dahamat, who is considered one of the most important leaders of the popular
demonstrations in Maysan governorate, has trained thousands of young people in his area on
how to volunteer for civil work and contributed effectively to all the protests that took place
in the governorate. In one of his last published articles, he stated, "It is up to the youth
themselves. Yes, no one will give you anything. You have to take it for yourself, beginning
with your slogans: ‘We want a homeland’, and ‘I came down to take my rights.’"

Also on the night of 06 November 2019, physician Abbas Ali was killed in Baghdad when a
member of the Riot Police Force, shot at him, and a bullet penetrated his chest. The murder
occurred near the Martyrs’ Bridge in Baghdad as he tried to reach wounded demonstrators in
this area to give them urgent treatment. He was taken to hospital by Tuk Tuks drivers, who
have been hailed as heroes for using their vehicles as ambulances, but he died on the road. A
video has emerged showing his colleagues raising his stained white medical jacket and
offering respect for his dedication to the work.

On the evening of 07 November 2019, a member of the security forces in civilian clothes
abducted journalist and civil society activist Ali Hashim and took him to an unknown
destination. Hashim participated actively in the demonstrations of Tahrir Square in Baghdad
and published several photos on his Facebook account about his participation in peaceful
demonstrations. He participated in previous protests and was arrested and tortured after
taking part in the 2015 demonstrations.

Also, on 07 November 2019, civil society activist Hussain Al-Kaabi was arrested by
security forces at a protest in the Al-Rifai district in Dhi Qar Governorate, for leading
protests, and inviting citizens to participate.

On 02 November 2019, civil society activist and paramedic Saba Al-Mahdawi (pictured on
the top left) was kidnapped by unidentified gunmen on her way home from Tahrir Square in
Baghdad. Reliable reports confirmed that she was kidnapped before arriving home, and there
was no contact with her after 11:15 pm. Al-Mahdawi, who works for a private sector
company, volunteered as a paramedic in Tahrir Square to help wounded protesters.

A month before, on 07 October 2019, at 7:15 pm, civilian activist and physician Maytham
Mohammed Al-Helo was kidnapped as he left his clinic in the fourth police district, west of
Baghdad, by an undefined armed group in a four-wheel drive vehicle with tinted windows,
who took him to an unknown destination. He was only released on 24 October 2019.

Also, on 07 October 2019, human rights lawyer Ali Jaseb Hattab was kidnapped in the city
of Al-Amarah in Maysan Governorate, southern Iraq, by a group of armed men who
surrounded his private car, removed him by force and took him to an unknown destination.

There have been credible reports that several other civil society activists in Baghdad and the
rest of the cities where protests are happening have been kidnapped by unknown armed
groups. In addition, a number of released human rights defenders and activists confirmed that
they were subjected to torture and severe beatings and forced to sign pledges not to
participate in peaceful demonstrations.
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We the undersigned strongly protest the arbitrary measures taken by the Iraqi authorities to
summon some demonstrators under the Anti-Terrorism Law, in addition to threats made to
dismiss state employees from their jobs or suspend students for participating in
demonstrations.

Preliminary statistics indicate that around 300 protesters have been killed and 14,000 injured
since 01 October 2019, when popular protests began, up until 08 November 2019, that were
caused solely due to the use of excessive force by security forces, riot police and armed
groups against peaceful demonstrators.

Reliable sources reported that, on some occasions, Forensic Medical Departments in various
areas, including Karbala, have refused to hand over the bodies of protesters unless their
families signed a declaration that the government is not responsible for the killing. Families
who did not sign have yet to receive the bodies of their loved ones.

Last week, the authorities completely shut down the Internet starting in the afternoon on 05
November 2019 and returned it on 07 November 2019 for just one hour. The Internet has
been repeatedly cut off for long periods of time during recent days in an effort to prevent
journalists and human rights organisations from circulating news of violations and the grave
acts committed by the authorities against civilians in sit-ins in various parts of the country.
The blockage also prevents protesters from communicating with each other and organising
protests and peaceful movements. Social networking sites have been mostly blocked for 45
days since the beginning of the protests.

Broadcast media have been affected as well. In addition, broadcast media have been attacked.
On 05 October, armed groups stormed satellite TV Channels, Al-Arabiya Al-Hadath, Dijlah
and NRT Arabic.

Local sources confirmed that security forces used expired tear gas and heavier teargas
cannisters not normally used for crowd control against demonstrators, in addition to firing
directly and deliberately at the heads of demonstrators with heavy teargas cannisters and
smoke grenades, maiming or killing them immediately. Based on testimonies from the field,
some of the cannisters contain unusual gases which leave protesters breathless and losing
consciousness, in need of intensive medical treatment.

The undersigned organisations strongly condemn the excessive use of force by the Iraqi
authorities, including live bullets, expired tear gas or smoke grenades against peaceful
people, and demand that they cease all violence immediately and protect peaceful
demonstrators throughout the country in a transparent and serious manner. The Iraqi
authorities must uphold the country’s international obligation to protect the right to life of its
citizens, among other human rights, including by addressing the recommendations of Iraq’s
Universal Periodic Review (UPR), which took place at the United Nations on 11 November
2019.
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The undersigned organisations call upon the Iraqi government to immediately and
unconditionally:

1. Fulfill its international obligations to protect human rights, through the UPR and other
mechanisms, in particular to respect the civil and human rights of all citizens of Iraq,
including by protecting their right to peaceful demonstration throughout the country;

2. Conduct independent, impartial, thorough and prompt investigations into lethal force
used against demonstrators, resulting in over 300 deaths, with a view to disseminating
the results and bringing those responsible to justice in accordance with international
standards;

3. Release all peaceful protesters who have been detained, including those who have
been kidnapped by armed groups;

4. Respect and protect the right of all the citizens of Iraq to access the Internet and
information on and offline, which should be considered the most basic human rights;
and

5. Ensure that all human rights defenders, journalists and bloggers in Iraq are able to
operate without restrictions, including judicial harassment.

Signatories:

Access Now

Arabic Network for Human Rights Information (ANHRI)
Article 19

Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS)
Ceasefire Centre for Civil Rights

CIVICUS

Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR)
International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)
International Media Support (IMS)

International Service for Human Rights (ISHR)
Iraqi Al-Amal Association

Iraqi Network for Social Media (INSM)

Iraqi Observatory for Human Rights (IOHR)

Iraqgi Women Network

Metro Center for Journalists' Rights and Advocacy
PEN Center in Iraq

PEN International

World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT)



L5 ae Gady) Ggda 0o Cpmdlaall g alaial) Al Ay cullad aladia ;3 )
Cpliinal) g G8Y) 2ac

https://www.gcdhr.org/news/view/2252

2019~ (3 p/ b 512

O o e 5 Qi) (§sis o Gamdlaall agd e Cmaliall (g paliall aia Adyiall Lgiles (0 480 jall A sSall i€
¢S JSy it Y] ) a3 s ) b g Apaal) Cilengll s Rae Leall cle V) Alea i putias) e (palasilil)
01 8 Sl Al cdpalid) ol jalaall ddass e ¢ LiaVl ab yali s yilie Cilaags (i saall 5 Cmisaall (e dae 3l
2 dal&Y) Jlee ) 5 caiall (5 )68 an auza g ) A1 jal) el oliaf dad sall Ciladaiall o33 2019 s S|
ol 4 s g el peaill B Ball ae a5 (g pallaiall

Cradiul 3l oal) Ggia g lag 3a (e W jae 93 peanll 5 Aoy daalall 8 dpale Gldbaie ) (g 80 4 laa 3
Caald celly ) Al o alaiall s 45 geall Qg & geall Jasall )5 oad) Galia ) dyial) <l il
(ol aaiaall eladi Calad g Ji8 & sell A g Aalue Cilelea

07 452 Jia laludl aL8 3 a5 2lazy 8 438 gial) Clabaiall (e 53,0 51 48 g5 gl lE) AT oo a8l

A2 AaLY) Lt d pall e 5 sl ZAES, < geall Q5 Uil QB ookl (V1 s s N (i a5
Gl 5 ) pidal sall (e ab e g Clraladl 5 G laall Ol agianiay 5 ¢ nanainal) Cilaginl dal (e Uass giall 5
LS cpoaldaiall i danaa il S (G3Y auall @il cillalul) cuandin) ¢ panll 3 Jadd 81 jall aladl ) glasy

ol e ) Adgied) Jlee Y o2 ol a8l Adliae (pae A dpdall (3l Cbagial 5 o paliall pla cilalud) ¢ jaf
A el ren 8 Uil (a3 5 dlac L)

il al) 2ol 00 el il ) sl Juae ) &5 Jull a8 alie 2ol 2019 S i 50l 5306 (S
wlsu.ui(:\J;:\.ui.\jr:&_)iUJAJc\djuﬁjuuj}ssz\d}é\u}@éﬁm&c)mqﬁw(u@\‘_Acb_)).uaj\)
Ao il 2 aa g laia) (e 432 50 2ay D 5 63 jlanl) Anre dda i) 5al8 Ay (e | yie 500 2 e 5 & geall

’ OBl (e dae ae ) REYL

("J#‘ “‘)-AC}‘“MCJ)?%%‘:‘*“\&&J%O\SQSM\ éd@e@@&d\gﬁ#\hﬁuo\ﬁjuﬂ\ﬁﬁﬁﬂ

e

aiihia & L) e GV G i Ol Adailae 8 L) <) pallail) 308 aal e e 31 ccilalaal) A8 3
ai¥lie (e saal g b Asdlad) b ciliaa ) Cilalaia V) 48 6 Allady aab s o kil iaall Jeall 44€ e
oSl o 5380 O im0 s aal aSdany () ot gl Ll i g i gl (B ¢ Jhle 3T 3505 ) sl

" in 3T 3y 5 «Ohy 2oy 1Sl (e il 5

Coadl) 48180 5 58 31 ja) aal Ll dalia 5y (gle e lall U S 2019 S 0 3 50ed 53 06 b
38 A Al el jaladll gas) a jal Jsea sl adl glae ol calasy elagdll jua 8 Mg s jaa (3 ail
Blaall (3,8 i) (el I 5yl il el sl 8 (e i) L) 4l s ya 38 agdland Jal (e dalidl)
Alee (8 40l agal yinl apai p Asalall eliagd) dudall 4% paal 433l ) @d) (o 81 ) 3y Hhally

all adinall iliy Aaial \g_m,h"p@mwmwﬁ)ﬁg‘iz)ﬁm@;mzmg@m\wﬂ/ﬂﬁmg
‘_A.c‘)‘9;.433.:;‘)&}J\Mﬁ)ﬂ\hu&‘ﬁ&;‘f@@ﬂuﬂjuﬂﬁw%é!ﬁdﬁ\}#ud&
Jiie S i e s Al clalaia¥) 8 @ HLa o) 4l a8 Lpaludl ol Heilail) & 43S i 20855 & graaadll  4dbus

2015 4w ol jallas 8 43S jlia 2ay el


https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2252
https://www.facebook.com/113717830066222/videos/736914490054193/?t=17&v=736914490054193
https://www.facebook.com/113717830066222/videos/736914490054193/?t=17&v=736914490054193
https://www.facebook.com/113717830066222/videos/736914490054193/?t=17&v=736914490054193

Aol 8 el g k] Cpmn ) adinall il e (il o\l 232019 G 05 5 s 5807 Gl
Lganal a8 5 clalaia) 8 43S jlie G 3] <l gal) J e clld g 8 (o3 Adailaay el ) el Jlaic V)

e A8 Liall kel sall 43 o0

Alaal (bl e 5 ) guall) g glagall bina ddnidll 5 Al Aallill i 1252019 SN G/ saed 53 02 Gl
ol dali e saile J jiall (e Ly e o8 CilS Laday calaig 4 jal) daalall 8 () of sena () salice ladas Callaial)
Al slas g lly e alall Aelul) day Ly Jlai¥) adail Gum Ll i Lol um s Ui Lgdlaial 43 55 gall yy L&l xS
e oall saeluall a6l jaill dalu 3 TineseS Joall (alall g Uil 548 5d (sal Jaxd S ¢s glagall e ks

Croaaiall e cpbiadll

g_'.wlmmmqus\?:zm@)s\}@u\rmu\ewg_éuz()]gdjy\&ﬁz/ﬁjzsmg,‘d\ﬂwﬁdﬁ
O (e 3 g calaiy A1 all aalall o 2 il Ada i) ki 4ilie (jeda s 3 ic glal) dana afia canlall
Al seae dga () ool ) 5 48Uaialy Ciald Cus Alllae 31 iy el ) 2828 jlow JEIul Ay sl A e Aalie de sana
2019 J5Y i/ 5581 24 e )i V) 4l s (33U) o ol

idilae 3 5 lead) e s caala 8 LYl G i alae kil 2019 J5Y1 5/ 558 07 b el
L@Aﬂ)\}h&\ﬂ)@iﬁ@@uﬁnhjﬂﬁcM&:wdﬁwﬂ{g ‘Lé‘)’j\g_r’}‘é‘ul-“:‘-‘“
Alsgae den () 458 55 8L

Clalaia¥ Led s A el 4y 5 alany & A Saad) adinall elads (e paal) Gl L (355 50 & il
A ) Gl 5 sl (B sia e Gamdlaall (e 2ac ST celly 1) ALiaYl A sean dalise clelen agiilaial) 38
il palaall 84S Liall atey Cilagad a8 e )5 pual s 2 puall el g Cudeill | gum pa agdl agal jus (33U
Al

O AR sy ole xiuY A8 el cullalud) Lidas) ) ddesil) cile) jaY) e 3oy gind olial () 928 sall (as

Ol Jomd gl agiilla 5 (e Al sall ida s 3yl dgan sall Colapgill L1 ABLaYL cila Y1 dndlSa () 5l o sa
.Q\}M\‘;?@SJ%%

Lazie oW1 0 8/ 2 55T (e 51 e e pal all 14 35ba) 5 ol jallsia 300 s e ) A 5Y) clibiany) e
8 M:L\A\)“ <l gl e\Ai:u.n\ oy Jadd Ui g L;Ju\ L;a\ﬂ\ CR yiad o1 (pe Cpalill Alad g A il CilalatialYl &“_1\3.\
Crmaladl o aUsiall aa 3 jial 5 il daduall Cile ganall 5 ccandll dadlSa

(oD S @l 8 Lay ilina 3halie 8 o 5l calall <l ) Caad ) eVl sy 8 40 48 55 9o dlae yolia casld]

plinsi ol ¢ 58 Al (A ) O JHRI) (e A5 puse Cansd Ao Sl 0 0k ) (e o gl 855l L (0 paUkal) i il
Lebal i aay

15652019 (S i/ s 53 05 gyl @lld g JulS JSiy i 58Y) Gl aalall & ) ALY 3 bl Cadls
ALY Al Al sha ) il pdadll ) K5 s dakh gas 5 el 83l 5 2019 SN (ki e 5 07 Gl abalels Cald g
LS55 ) Aapeal) SV Aalaiall HLAY) J 5l (e A giall clabaiall g Gudsaall aiad Laase 3 Al
pall 5 agin Lad Jual il (e cpallaiall adadl] aiay Gl 5 3 (shalie calide 8 Cpaaieall cpaisal) aa clalud)

YV aaly g 45 dia elaiaY) Jual sil) cilSed e nal) ) il ge dualdl agilS jai s agilalaial

I i/ 05581 05 Gatia o saell (i pai 38 el @Sl W) (ld eelld Y d8laYl Lol ) Tl s < il



https://cpj.org/2019/10/four-baghdad-broadcasters-raided-staffers-assaulte.php

il y Ladlall dpgite g geall Jasall Sl Jili ¢ salial) aia Caaddiinl Ga¥) @ 68 () dglaall alead) S|
Sl dexia s il J<i Qi) o3g] Lgida) 1) A8 o gial) e 5 ] sale axdius ¥ 3l A& Zgla)
o Gl (any (g sind (laall (e el e 2l il e agli ol agen s ) 525 Law caplaiall Gy
S e Ol Aslay g oo sl G sadty g Ll e o palB e Cpatiall Jaaddple e &l e

bl Lgiaiay g Tas Ao jiall 5 gl alasiuly 280 jal) colaliad) LAl 500l Lgiilal (e olial dad sall Cilalaiall e
Ll g Cpmaaliall (ppidal all dia Gl <l Jle g @l o dadlall dpgiiall & gaall Jasall 5Ll Qi 5 )
Apaally aniy 5 JalS 5 Cilad JS 5 20 ela i i g Cpaaluall G paUiiall dles 51558 Cainll JISS1 S alily
Al sal sLall 5a Alen (3 40 all Lgilal i) dga) 0 bl e

ol i Al Galia )l @lly d Lay A jpall clabid) J8 (e 5 8l da jiall aladin) 3y olial dad gall Cilalaiall
1558 Caiall JISET avan 8 53 Lgallai g ¢ ppalaad) alaid) aia LgiaDla gl 3 dplaall Jilal il ¢ seall Al
Lgalal il &5 ()1 A8 o) cllabid) e camg Apaa 5 48185 43 oy 33U el e (8 Cpmaalid) (G ja Uil dles
Sl 53 285 3yl o @l b Lay s DAY L) s O (e c8laad) b Ll s (3 Aleny Adlaiall 43050l
2019. S (2 yaad 5 11 by 3aaial) aa¥) 8 o Al s (Bl all dalll (g ) sall (al jrial)

shag yd Ag) oty sl Ao iles LA 48 jal) 4 gSal) slia) Aad gall Claliial) go i

(& Ol sall aaad Al 5 Aaall (8 siadl ol jial duala 5 GlusY) (3 s8a Jlae (8 4 sl Wil il i) ]

) elash 8 alull jalaill 3 agis diles Lgiacay s (3 jall

¢aad gal) yulaall Gad g Allaal) ) Leie

O pgdlad o3 Gl S ol agianay g eda gl 28 (5525 1) 58 Coalaal) Cpp paUaiall (g (pliinall e ) jas (33U} 3
tdaliadl cilelaall a8

pal bl W jiiad o Cangy 3 il lacall g i 3Y) ) J s sl 8 3 adl ikl e aan (3 Alas 5 o) 5in) 4
5l Gl 3 sea

Oyl B8 e glall (8¢ o dall aglers (y 5058 (Al 5 (31 ) (8 Gladl) 358 e Gundladdl pea O lea 5
Al dliaall clly 3 Lay o 58ll dga 9o ()5 Jandl e 05,008

101928 gal)

BERSRY

i 5 s e sl Ay yall 28031
19 3Ll
Ol (3 s e slaal 3 AL S ja
Anaall 3 saall HUll aliy) S
S
il (3 sind lall S 5o

i1 (b sind il 521 2l il

e sl ae

s (3 s Al sall Feadl

A8yl JaY) dpran

(il sasinal) 3o U 4 yal) A<)
i) (3 ad B a2l
Omiaaall 358 e Ul 5 yie S
Gl b Q1S e

sl il S e

el Acanlial Luallal) dakiial)



