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Brief History

The 2011 Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference was 
held in San Francisco, CA on October 25th and 26th 
2011. The Conference brought together a group of 500 
visionary leaders to discuss how the high-tech sector 
can better manage the human rights implications 
of new technologies. The Conference featured an 
ensemble of workshops, panels and mini-keynotes, 
gathering speakers with a variety of backgrounds, 
experiences and specializations.
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Mission:

The Silicon Valley Human Rights 
Conference sought to create 
an open forum for discussion, 
collaboration and debate where 
stakeholders from different sectors 
could work to confront the human 
rights implications arising from 
the use and development of new 
technologies.

Objectives: 

The Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference, which 
launched in October 2011 in Silicon Valley, is an 
ongoing event across the world. It seeks to:

 • Facilitate an environment conducive to meaningful  
 conversations where technology companies, front  
 line digital activists, technologists, and leading  
 academics can build their human rights strategies  
 and practices; 

• Provide a safe and productive space for technology
 companies to discuss, share and build their human  
 rights strategies; 

• Develop and take steps toward implementing best 
 practices and standards of human rights and  
 technology, potentially codifying it around a Silicon  
 Valley Standard (SVS); 

• Communicate, via press release and social media, 
 the message that Silicon Valley and the technology  
 sector is committed to protecting and ensuring  
 human rights compliance;

• Highlight the work of activists worldwide, especially 
 with respect to the current censorship and  
 surveillance challenges faced in countries  
 experiencing social and political change and  
 publicize new technology tools designed to protect  
 activists from political retaliation; 

• Expand the Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference 
 to other regions around the globe in order to  
 address local human rights challenges and concerns  
 arising from the use of new technologies and social  
 media. 
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Opening

US Secretary of State, Hillary Rodham Clinton, addressed 
all the participants and attendees in a video recorded 
especially for the Conference. The Secretary of State 
spoke about the intersection of human rights and 
technology in the digital era. In the video, Secretary 
Clinton reflected: 

“Technology has, you know very well, transformed our 
world and our assumptions about what is possible in 
the 21st century - and the discussion you are having 
right now is more important than ever... Let’s make 
these technologies a force for progress, a tool for 
building open, free and transparent societies. Let’s make 
the internet a place where human rights are protected 
and defended by all of us.”

Hillary  
Rodham Clinton,  
US Secretary of State
October 2011

Photos: Lisa Tanner

Some of the issues addressed in Silicon Valley included:
 

1. Technology and Revolutions: Opportunities and Challenges  
( page 4 )

 

2. Intermediary Liability: What are the freedom of speech and business implications  
of making content platforms responsible for user-generated content?  
( page 4 )

 

3. London and our rights: Social media in times of crisis  
( page 5 )

 
4. The Politics of Internet Freedom - A Roundtable with John Markoff  
( page 5 )

Overview
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1. Technology and Revolutions: 
Opportunities and Challenges 

Participants addressed the lessons corporations, 
ICT companies and media outlets are learning from 
challenges including those faced by Vodafone in Egypt 
and Research in Motion in the UK. 

The discussion aimed to maximize the opportunities 
and mitigate the risks associated operating in regions 
where social and political revolutions are taking place. 
 

Alaa Abd el Fattah Profile

Alaa Abd el Fattah, an Egyptian blogger, software 
developer and policitical activist, took the stage at the 
conference to discuss the many risks faced by digital 
activsists in countries experiencing political and social 
revolution. Alaa spoke about his work during the Arab 
Spring in Egypt and the importance of social media to 
create momentum toward the Revolution as well as to 
foster awareness among the local population about the 
imminent changes and challenges facing the Egyptian 
people. Alaa also joined private roundtables, sharing 
his experiences with leaders of many of Silicon Valley’s 
largerest ICT companies-including those that provided 
critical communications channels during the Egyptian 
Revolution. Alaa also spoke of pending charges against 
him in Egypt by a military tribunal for “incitement.” 
Upon his return to Cairo, he was arrested by the 
Egyptian Military and has recently been released after 
spending 2 months in prison.

Issues Addressed

Alaa Abd el Fattah  ( Photo: Lisa Tanner )

2. Intermediary Liability: What are 
the freedom of speech and business 
implications of making content platforms 
responsible for user-generated content? 

Online expression depends on Internet intermediaries 
- the access providers, web hosts, and user-generated 
content platforms that make speech, association, and 
economic activity possible. As governments grapple 
with policy challenges made more complex by 
networked technologies, policymakers are increasingly 
pressing intermediaries to take on greater policing roles 
online. With this paradox in mind, participants on this 
panel explored the positives and negatives that the 
various intermediary policies pose for human rights, free 
expression, innovation, and economic development.  
 

Chiranuch Jiew Premchaiporn Profile

Chiranuch "Jiew" Premchaiporn, the director of 
Prachathai, shared her incredible history with SVHRC 
attendees. Jiew has been accused of violating the 
Computer related Crimes Act in Thailand for publishing 
on her website a third-party comment criticizing the 
local royal family. Jiew spoke to one of the main topics 
of discussion at the conference, the intermediary 
liability of ISPs and bloggers for information posted 
by users on their platforms and websites. Jiew gave 
a face and a voice to an issue whose discourse and 
debates are often limited to the legal sphere. On the 
same day, following her appearance at the conference, 
Jiew flew to New York City to receive the 2011 Courage 
in Journalism Aware from the International Women’s 
Media Foundation for her fight against censorship and 
support of free speech.

Chiranuch Jiew Premchaiporn  ( Photo: Lisa Tanner )
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3. London and our rights:  
Social media in times of crisis  

Following the wave of social unrest in London and other 
English cities, the British government responded by 
calling for more power to control mobile networks and 
social media channels during times of crisis. A panel of 
participants addressed the human rights responsibilities 
of companies in protecting the rights of their users and 
civilians, and the extent to which they can, and should, 
cooperate with authorities. 

Maria Al-Masani Profile

On the second day of the conference, attendees 
heard from Maria Al-Masani, founder of Yemen Rights 
Monitor, who connected participants at the conference 
to thousands of protesters gathered together in Sana 
Square,Yemen via live webstream. Yemeni protesters 
used the opportunity to bring their message directly 
to Silicon Valley,  communicating the importance of 
technology in supporting their efforts to bring progress 
and change to Yemen. In her own words, Maria Al-
Masani explained the impact of the momentum created 
by the Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference: 

“Thank you so much again for enabling the square to 
be broadcast. There is still a lot of excitement about 
the conference in Yemen. Civilians are used to their 
voices not being heard so it was a very empowering 
and powerful moment for the people of Yemen, and 
especially the change square. I get a lot of feedback 
from there that they were very excited even today. 

This is the dream of the Arab spring, before facebook, 
before twitter. In 1998. In Tunisia, bouazizi was not 
the first man to set himself on fire. There were a few 
previous cases unfortunately. But he was the first 
whose image was spread on facebook. If there was no 
facebook, there would be no arab spring. There would 
be rumours of self-immolation, but its very different if 
we all see the horrific image on facebook, my friends 
from Yemen were even linking me to it. It spread faster 
than jokes do down the arab rumour mill. Pretty soon 
yemeni friends had made his image their profile pic. It 
was such a privilege to meet the people who create the 
platform to make the dreams of my people a reality”. 

Issues Addressed

Imad Bazzi ( Photo: Lisa Tanner )

4. The Politics of Internet Freedom  
- A Roundtable with John Markoff 

Internet freedom: a foreign policy tool or a basic human 
right? What does Internet freedom actually mean? The 
right to connect, the freedom to hack, the liberation of 
information, the equality of data or the protection of 
the cyber commons? Who gets to make the decisions 
about the future of the Internet? And who are the lobby 
groups that are pulling their strings? This panel brought 
some of the leading analysts, actors and activists 
together to unpack the politics, walk us down the 
hallways of government and corporate power and and 
decipher what is really going on in the fight for control 
over our digital sphere. 

Imad Bazzi Profile

Imad Bazzi shared with the public his personal 
experience as an award winning activist and blogger in 
Lebanon. He discussed the challenges faced by activists 
on the ground and reaffirmed the importance of privacy 
tools in protecting digital advocates from government 
retaliation. 
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Speakers  

Speakers from all around the globe, representing the human rights and the high tech sectors included: 

Elliot Schrage (VP for Public Policy, Facebook);  
Alex MacGillivray (General Counsel, Twitter);  
Brad Burnham (Union Square Ventures);   
Andrew McLaughlin (Former Deputy CTO Whitehouse, ex-Head of Policy, Google);  
Rebecca MacKinnon (New America Foundation Bernard L.Schwartz Fellow);  
John Markoff (The New York Times);  
Robert Scoble (blogger, Chief Learning Officer, Rackspace);  
Craig Newmark (Founder, Craigslist);  
Nathan Freitas (Founder, The Guardian Project);  
Dan Gillmor (Author, Founding Director of the Knight Center for Digital Media Entrepreneurship);  
Jan Malinowski (Head of Media and Information at Council of Europe);  
Mike Posner (US Assistant Secretary of State). 

Participants

Photo by Lisa Tanner
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Participants

Tech Companies

Corporate and investor attendance at the Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference ensured high-level, impactful 
discussions in San Francisco. Many of Silicon Valley’s largest corporations arrived to discuss how their policies 
have been tailored to address the human rights implications raised by the use of their products. Besides providing 
accountability regarding their current efforts in the human rights arena, corporate representatives gathered 
together with activists, civil society representatives and governments to listen to their concerns and reach best 
practice to improve the policies governing the sale, management and development of their technologies and social 
media tools.

 ( Photos: Lisa Tanner )

Bob Boorstin (Google) Alex MacGillivray (Twitter) Brad Burnham (USV)

Bennett Freeman (Calvert Investments) Mitchell Baker (Mozilla) Elliot Schrage (Facebook)

Photos by Lisa Tanner
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Activists

Digital activitsts gathered together at the SVHRC, bringing a unique, previously limited voice to the event and 
discussion around human rights and technology. Apart from sharing personal stories and experiences, digital 
activists had the opportunity to speak with several of the companies behind the tools used to organize popular 
movements and to denounce the violence and irregularities committed by their respective governments back 
home. In rounds of private meetings, activists were able to pose questions regarding online privacy and protection 
of users’ personal information, both of which are paramount in protecting activists’ identities and avoiding 
government retaliation. 

Participants

Rosebell Kagumire (Uganda) Aaron Swartz (USA) Maria Al Masani (Yemen)

Imad Bazzi (Lebanon) Alaa Abd Fatah (Egypt) Chiranuch Jiew Premchaiporn (Thailand)

Photos by Lisa Tanner
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Civil Society Representatives

Rebbeca MacKinnon, of the New America Foundation, opened the first day of debates framing the main discussions 
that would take place during the two days of the Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference. Drawing a link 
between the current context and important moments in history, Rebecca called attention to the human rights 
responsibilities held by high tech corporations when developing and selling technology around the world. 

Panel discussions were led by moderators and included active participation from attendees. Throughout the 
two days, academics and civil society representatives played an important role in shaping the debates and 
conversations, using the conference as an opportunity to present work, research and opinons on the current state 
of the human rights and technology sector. The presence of members of civil society ensured greater awareness of 
the human rights considerations that formed the cornerstone of each discussion. 

Participants

Rebbeca MacKinnon Van Jones Mohamad Najem

Nathan Freitas Robert Scoble Widney Brown

Photos by Lisa Tanner
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Governments

Government representatives included: 

Michael Posner, US Assistant Secretary of State for Labor, Human Rights and Democracy;  
Lisa Emelia Svensson, Swedish Ambassador;  
Zied Dridi, Head of Internet Services in Tunisia;  
Jochem De Groot, Netherlands;  
Mong Palatino, Member of the Philippines’ Parliament; 
David Stewart, Consulate General of Canada; 
Louise de Sousa, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, United Kingdom; 
Jan Malinowski, Head of Media and Information in the Council of Europe.   
 
Governmental participation was paramount to furthering discussions initiated at the Silicon Valley Human Rights 
Conference. Members of several governments committed to continue the conversation at events happening 
throughout the rest of the year and into 2012. Representatives from Sweden and the Netherlands left the Silicon 
Valley Human Rights Conference planning to bring the Silicon Valley Standard, crafted out of discussions at the 
Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference, to subsequent events focusing on human rights and technology. 

Participants

Lisa Emelia Svensson

Jan Malinowski

Michael Posner

Zied Dridi

Photos by Lisa Tanner



Silicon Valley HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE ( 25-26 October 2011 ) - REPORT11

Silicon Valley HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE ( 25-26 October 2011 ) - REPORT11 / 15

The Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference 
achieved many of its objectives-including creating an 
environment conducive to meaningful conversations 
where technology companies, front line digital activists, 
technologists, and leading academics could build their 
human rights strategies and practices. It also made 
accessible to the general public the Silicon Valley 
Standard1, a principled document incorporating the 
main topics discussed in the 15 workshops that took 
place during the Conference. 

The Silicon Valley Standard is designed to complement 
existing human rights frameworks and to serve as a 
guide for future conferences. The goal is to encourage 
governments and corporations to implement its 
principles in the next five years in order to guarantee 
global protection of human rights and human rights 
defenders. 

Beyond the conference held in Silicon Valley, Access 
is helping to facilitate ongoing networks, policy 
development and actions to assist the technology 
sector in playing an increasingly positive role in 
enabling the human rights of users around the world. 

For more information about our work and mission visit 
the Access website - www.accessnow.org

Looking into the future: SVHRC Perspectives for the Next Five Years

1  For the Silicon Valley Standard check the end of this document or go online for a PDF version -   

https://s3.amazonaws.com/access.3cdn.net/d9369de5fc7d7dc661_k3m6i2tbd.pdf

Photo by Peter Adams

RightsCon: Rio 2012

The Rio de Janeiro Human Rights & Technology 
Conference (RightsCon: Rio), hosted by Access in 
partnership with the Fundação Getúlio Vargas’ Center 
for Technology & Society, will examine and explore how 
the information and communications technology (ICT) 
industry can better plan for and manage the human 
rights implications of their technologies. Intended 
as an outcome-oriented event, the conference will 
be centered on a mix of private roundtables and 
public panel discussions, bringing entrepreneurs, 
executives, and engineers together with policy analysts, 
government representatives, human rights advocates, 
and technologists.

RightsCon: Rio is designed to continue and expand the 
conversations initiated at the 2011 Silicon Valley 
Human Rights Conference in San Francisco 
(https://www.rightscon.org). RightsCon: Silicon Valley 
created a unique environment for representatives of 
the ICT and the civil society sectors to come together 
to discuss the human rights implications of their 
products and services. At RightsCon: Rio, these issues 
will be examined through a new lens: the current digital 
human rights challenges and opportunities faced by 
businesses, governments, and civil society in Latin 
America.

Beyond RightsCon: Rio, Access is looking forward to 
an event in Hong Kong later in 2012.

http://www.accessnow.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/access.3cdn.net/d9369de5fc7d7dc661_k3m6i2tbd.pdf
https://www.rightscon.org
https://www.rightscon.org
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Media Coverage

Thanks to Kasselman LLC , Events and Messaging Consultants

Sponsors

The Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference would not be possible without the generosity of our sponsors, 
supporters and donors. Some of the leading high tech corporations agreed to put their names, logos and resources 
behind the Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference. 

In 2012, we aim to broaden this support in order to stage a bigger, better and more globalized summit.  
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For more information or to comment: info@accessnow.org or visit the Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference at rightscon.org

Silicon Valley Standard (SVS)

One of the objectives of the Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference is the creation of a Silicon Valley Standard 
(SVS). This is a principled statement incorporating the issues discussed at the 2011 Silicon Valley Human Rights 
Conference. The document includes 15 principles based on the 15 workshop topics covered at the conference. 
The document is designed to complement other existing frameworks and uses the international human rights 
framework as its foundation. These principles served as a useful basis for discussion during the panels and 
represent a standard, which we hope the Information and Communications Technology (ICT) sector will use after 
the conference.

1. Technology and Revolutions: Technology 
companies play an increasingly important 
role in enabling and supporting the end 
user’s capacity to exercise his or her rights 
to freedom of speech, access to information, 
and freedom of association. ICT companies 
should respect those rights in their operations 
and also encourage governments to protect 
human rights through appropriate policies, 
practices, legal protections, and judicial 
oversight. 
 
2. On Human Rights: In both policy and 
practice, technology companies should apply 
human rights frameworks in developing best 
practices and standard operating procedures. 
This includes adhering to John Ruggie’s 
Protect, Respect, and Remedy framework 
outlined in the UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights. 
 
3. Frontline Lessons from Other Sectors: 
Technology companies should look to 
the innovative examples and incorporate 
important lessons from other sectors, such 
as the apparel and extractive industries. The 
experiences of these sectors can and should 
guide them as they develop their human 
rights policies. These must be reflected in 
their operating practices in a transparent and 
accountable manner. 
 
4. On Internet Regulation: To ensure 
innovation and the protection of human 
rights, internet regulation should only 
take place where it facilitates the ongoing 
openness, quality, and integrity of the internet 
and/or where it enables or protects users’ 
ability to freely, fully, and safely participate in 
society. To achieve this end, it is critical that 
ICT corporations engage in multistakeholder 
dialogue. 
 
5. Human Rights by Design: During the 
research, development, and design stages, 
technology companies should anticipate how 
and by whom their products and services will 
be used. Developing a human rights policy 
and engaging in due diligence at the earliest 
stages helps companies prevent crises, limit 
risk, and enable evidence-based assessment 
of company activities and reporting. 
 
6. Encryption of Web Activity: Effective 
internet security is essential to ensuring 
freedom of speech, privacy, and the right to 
communicate. Technology companies must 

provide a basic level of security (e.g., HTTPS 
and its improvements) to their users by 
default and resist bans and curtailments of the 
use of encryption. 
 
7. Getting Practical: Technology companies 
should implement human rights-respecting 
policies and practices in their day-to-day 
operations. These companies should utilize 
multi-stakeholder and cross-sector dialogues 
to review challenges faced within their 
markets with a view to improve their best 
practices. 
 
8. Coding for Human Rights: Recognizing 
the human rights implications in code, 
engineers, developers, and programmers 
should ensure that technology is used in the 
exercise of fundamental freedoms, and not 
for the facilitation of human rights abuses. 
Technology companies should facilitate 
regular dialogue between engineers, executive 
leadership, and civil society to ensure that all 
parties are informed of the potential uses and 
abuses of their technologies. 
 
9. Social Networking: Social networking 
platforms are both increasingly important 
to their users’ capacity to communicate and 
associate online and are most used when 
customers trust the service's providers. 
When companies prioritize the rights of 
their customers, it is good for the long-term 
sustainability of their business, their brand, 
and their bottom line. 
 
10. Intermediary Liability: In an era of 
computer-mediated communications, 
freedom of speech, association, and 
commerce increasingly depend on internet 
intermediaries (e.g., broadband service 
providers, web hosting companies). These 
intermediaries should not be required to 
determine the legality of, or held liable for, the 
content they host. 
 
11. Legal Jurisdiction in a Borderless Virtual 
World: To foster the continued growth 
of an open and interconnected internet, 
technology companies should work alongside 
governments and civil society to ensure 
that users' rights are protected to the fullest 
extent possible. Governmental mandates that 
infringe upon freedom of expression and 
other human rights should be interpreted so 
as to minimize the negative impacts of these 
rules and regulations. 

12. Visual Media and Human Rights: 
Technology companies should pay special 
attention to the unique human rights 
challenges of visual media technologies 
and content -- especially on issues such as 
privacy, anonymity, consent, and access. 
 
13. Social Media in Times of Crisis: 
Technology companies should resist efforts 
to shut down services and block access to 
their products, especially during times of 
crisis when open communications are critical. 
Blanket government surveillance of corporate 
networks should be resisted. Moreover, the 
burden of proof for privacy-invasive requests 
should lie with law enforcement authorities, 
who should formally, through court processes 
based on probable cause and rule of law, 
request a warrant for each individual whose 
information they would like to access. 

14. Privacy: Technology companies should 
incorporate adequate privacy protections for 
users by default. Furthermore, technology 
companies should resist over-board 
requests from governments to reveal users' 
information, disclose no more information 
about their users than is legally required, 
and inform their users so that they can 
choose to legally respond to these requests. 
Furthermore, technology companies 
should be transparent about how user data 
is collected, processed, and protected -- 
including disclosures of unauthorized access 
to user data. 
 
15. Mobile and Telcos: Telecommunications 
companies must protect their users’ 
fundamental human rights, including support 
for the protection of human rights in their 
operating licenses, and ensure that the free 
flow of communication is not curtailed or 
interfered with, even in times of crisis. 

 
Access is an international NGO that 
promotes access to the internet as a 
means to free, full, and safe participation 
in society and the realization of human 
rights. To learn more, please visit:
  
https://www.accessnow.org 
or email: info@accessnow.org.

https://www.accessnow.org
mailto:info%40accessnow.org?subject=
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AAAS Access AddToAny Adobe Systems Advanced Micro Devices (AMD) Alcatel-Lucent Alkasir All Out Alliance Hollywood 
AlterNet Alteza Ventures, LLC Amnesty International Amnesty International USA AnchorFree Animoca Art With Impact 
ARTICLE 19 ASL19 Association for Progressive Communication AT&T Backshore Capital, LLC Bambuser Barnes & Noble 
Benetech Benetech Human Rights Program Berkeley Ventures, Inc. BIFSO BitTorrent, Inc BNY Mellon BookRenter Boston 
Common Asset Management Brave New Software Project Inc.Brightcove Broadcasting Board of Governors BSR Busse Research 
& Design Caduces CafePress Calvert Investments Cardozo Law School Center for Democracy & Technology Center for Media 
and Communication Studies, Central European University ChangeActivists.org Church of Sweden Cisco Citizen Lab City of San 
Francisco Civic Commons CivicEvolution Clearspring CloakGuard College of Law, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
Comcast Committee to Protect Journalists Communication is Your Right! Consulate General of Canada Converge Labs, LLC
Council for Global Equality Council of Europe CPI Craigslist CyberACT Cyberspark.Net Danish Institute for Human Rights 
De Novo Group Dealmaker Media Deanna Zandt Deloitte Consulting Demand Progress Derechos Digitales Development 
& Institutionalization Support Center, Egypt Diaspora Digital Democracy Donegan Consulting Duke University echoecho
Economics 21 EFF Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights ESPN Esurance European Parliament Facebook FGV FivePaths, LLC 
Foley Hoag Fontheim International Foreign & Commonwealth Office Fortune Magazine Free Press Gap Foundation Gap, Inc. 
Geektrip George W. Bush Presidential Center Global Business Initiative on Human Rights Global Network Initiative Global 
Partners Google Google.org Gracepoint Inc. & the gracepoint project Granicus GSG Guardian Project Harvard Humanitarian 
Initiative Harvard Kennedy School Highland Capital HP HRW Human Rights Center, UC Berkeley Human Rights First Human 
Rights Foundation Human Rights USA Human Rights Watch Humanitarian China Humanity United IDEX (International 
Development Exchange) IFEX IJCentral Innovalley Innovating Futures Institute for Human Rights and Business Intel 
Corporation International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran Internet Society Internews Network istumbler.net IT University 
of Copenhagen, Stanford University (H-STAR visiting researcher) Ivesta J. Spilker & Associates John Templeton Foundation
Journalism and Media Studies Centre, University of Hong Kong JRB Consulting Jumo Just Vision Kabissa - Space for Change 
in Africa Kasselman LLC Keating Consulting Keywifi Knight Center for Digital Media Entrepreneurship, Arizona State University 
LaborVoices, Inc. LaunchSquad LiNK LivingHomes MacArthur Foundation Macroscope Makmende Project/Stanford University 
Mchelle Nero, PI McManis Faulkner Media Access Project Media Alliance Media Democracy Fund Media Legal Defence Initiative
Meedan Meltwater Group Menlo Ventures Mercy Corps Metalab Asia Microsoft Milbank Winthrop Mobile Active Movements.
org MovieLabs Mozilla Muse Dot National Democratic Institute National Endowment for Democracy Ndlovu Care Group, 
South Africa Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs Network for Good New America Foundation New Tactics in Human Rights 
Project at the Center for Victims of Torture New Venture Communications New York Law School North Woods Advertising 
Occidental Advisors Offbeat Guides, Technorati Omidyar Network Open Society Foundations Oslo Freedom Forum OTI/New 
America PANDORA MEDIA Philippine Parliament - Member PMR, Inc. PR & Company Privacy International, Friends of Privacy 
USA Privaterra, Canada publichouse.sg Rackspace RaddOnline & Telmo Radio Netherlands Worldwide Radio Zamaneh - Iran 
Radtastical Inc Rapleaf RebuildTheDream Reformist Muslim, NYU's Moral Courage Program, CNN Reporters Without Borders 
Responsible Sourcing Network RG Labs richmedium Room to Read Rootstrikers Samasource San Francisco Chronicle SF 
New Tech Simple Rules Inc Skype Small World News SMEX [Speaker] Social Change FIlm Festival & Institute Social Media Club, 
Inc. Social Persuasion Sprint Spruce Advisers Stanford Center for International Development Stanford Law School Stanford 
Learning, Design & Technology Stanford Program on Human Rights Storyful Sumazi Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Tactical Technology Collective TaoLabs TechSoup Global Techweek Telecomix Tessera The Aspen Institute The Berkman 
Center for Internet & Society The Commons - DLC, Monterey Institute of International Studies; A Graduate School The 
Economist The Elders The Engine Room The Estuary, LLC The Future 500 The Guardian Project The New York Times The 
Open Technology Initiative The Perfect Word The Schooner Foundation The Sentinel Project for Genocide Prevention The Tor 
Project The Walt Disney Company Think Outside ThoughtWorks TIME Magazine Tiny Prints Transpositions Consulting Trillium 
Asset Management, LLC Tunisia Internet Agency Twitter, Inc Two Degrees Food U.S. Agency for International Development
Ubifrance Ubisoft UC Berkeley, Social & Cultural Studies of Education Uganda Union Square Ventures United to End Genocide 
University of California, Davis USA Government, Department of State US National Committee for UN Women USAID VMware 
Voice of America Voice of Witness Wells Fargo Widget Revolt Wired Wired, La Repubblica, Il Post WITNESS Women 2.0 Ya-
hoo! Inc. Yonja Media Group YourSports YouTube Zaggle ZeroDivide ZwillGen PLLC @PowerfulHER 8x8 ...and many more

The following organizations, governments and companies attended the Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference:

Attendees

For more information on how to participate in 2012 and beyond email info@accessnow.org

mailto:info%40accessnow.org?subject=
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Media

The Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference attracted media attention in hundreds of publications, blogs and 
newsportals. Some of the media is listed below:

Debating human rights in the IT industry 
 
US government officials, Silicon Valley executives and NGOs gather to discuss freedom and censorship online.

Last week in San Francisco, a unique gathering occurred. Dubbed "Rightscon" (Silicon Valley Human Rights 
Conference), the conference attracted Silicon Valley executives, activists, academics and NGOs, all gathered in one 
room to debate the role of human rights within the tech industry, as well as the role of the tech industry in serving 
human rights interests. 

Soul searching in Silicon Valley 
 
The range of reactions is giving rise to fresh tensions between Silicon Valley and international human rights 
organisations, with rights advocates directing the forces and rhetoric usually reserved for dictators against the 
technology services being tapped to topple them. They have been calling on chief executives to adapt to activists’ 
needs and establish human rights policies before crises erupt, and beseeching young start-ups to build human 
rights considerations into their mission statements.

Click here to read the full article >

Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference 
 
This week marked a first-ever gathering of human rights activists with Silicon Valley technology developers. The 
Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference hosted a series of discussions about how technology is used to expand 
and sometimes undermine essential freedoms around the world. Organized by the nonprofit group Access and 
sponsored by Google, Facebook, Yahoo, Skype, Mozilla and other major tech companies, the conference brought 
together business leaders, policy makers and online activists, especially from the Arabic-speaking world.

Click here to read the full article >

Click here to read the full article >

The internet and human rights 
The Googleberg press 
 
The first Silicon Valley Human Rights Conference, which has been going on yesterday and today in San Francisco, is 
rightly proud of itself for having brought over several prominent Arab online activists .....The aim of the conference 
is to get a discussion going about what the companies whose technology now powers much of the world's social 
and political activism can or should do when governments try to limit their citizens' access to it, snoop on their 
activities, or use it against them.

Click here to read the full article >

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/97d8c85a-3171-11e1-a62a-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1jf05xi5y
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/97d8c85a-3171-11e1-a62a-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1jf05xi5y 
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2011/10/20111030785765380.html
http://onespot.wsj.com/personal-finance/2011/10/30/95d6d/silicon-valley-human-rights-conference
http://www.economist.com/blogs/babbage/2011/10/internet-and-human-rights
http://www.economist.com/blogs/babbage/2011/10/internet-and-human-rights
http://www.economist.com/blogs/babbage/2011/10/internet-and-human-rights

